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Deal with BC Hydro made bioenergy plant happen 
 
BC Hydro’s agreement to buy wood-generated power from Conifex Timber was a major milestone for development of the 
company’s Mackenzie operation. It was the piece that needed to fall into place. 
 
The estimated $50 million bioenergy plant, due for commissioning in the fall of 2012, will supply a minimum of 30 
gigawatt hours of electrical energy annually for 20 years to BC Hydro’s grid. The plant’s 230 gigawatt hours of net energy 
is enough power to sustain 24,000 B.C. homes annually. 
 
“The effect of the agreement is to augment and stabilize Conifex revenues and concurrently expand and stabilize the 
employment base in Mackenzie, B.C., the province’s most forest-dependent community,” remarked Ken Shields, 
Conifex’s president and chairman. 
 
Revenues from the project are expected to exceed $20 million annually when the plant is operating at design capacity. 
Conifex Mackenzie will also be credited by BC Hydro for the 30 megawatts of power required to run its on-site 
operations. About 80 jobs are anticipated for the construction phase and 20 full time positions subsequently. The 
bioenergy plant will include a 36 megawatt steam turbine generator set and air pollution control equipment, says Conifex. 
 
The plant requires an annual feedstock of about 200,000 bone dry tonnes of wood residuals. The majority is expected 
to be created from Conifex’s Mackenzie operations. It could also collect material from Conifex’s sister mill in Fort St. 
James, connected to Mackenzie by an upgraded logging road system. “We plan on being a little creative with mixing and 
matching the most economic fuels for the bioenergy plant,” says Arnie Federink, Conifex Mackenzie’s general manager. 
 
An older hogger that was part of the acquired Abitibi-Bowater newsprint plant will be utilized to process bioenergy plant 
feedstock. It can handle 1.8 metre lengths and parts of small diameter dead pine that won’t make sawlogs.


